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Table 3: Committed Expenditure in 2025-26 (in Rs crore)
Committed 2023-24 2024-25 2024-25 YchangefromBE @ 202526 = % change from RE
Expanditure Actuals Budgeted Revised 24-25 to RE 24-25 = Budgeted 24-25to BE 25-26
Salaries 75,030 84,964 81,460 4% 91726 13%
Pension 37897 42,509 41,437 % i 46214 | 12%
Interestpayment 53566 624% 6035 TSI X178 15%
Total 1,66,.29 1,89,929 1,683,254 4% 2,07,054 13%
Sources: Annual Financial Statement, Tamil Nadu Budget Documents 2025-26; PRS.
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DECLARATION

NATIONAL CONVENTION OF WORKERS
PYARELAL BHAWAN, NEAR ITO, NEW DELHI
18th MARCH, 2025

This Naticnal Convention of Workers being held in Mew Delhi on 18th March 20235, at the call of the Joint Platfiorm of
Central Trade Unions and Independent Sectoral Mational Federations/Aszocialions representing al sections of the
wiorking people of our country, takes stock of the alarming siluaticn before the workers and all sections of commaon
people in our country, becauss of the anti-worker, anti-people policies being pursued by the NDA government at the
Centre far the third term

After managing to come back to power at the centre for the third term through coaliton amangement the Govt has
become afrocicusly desperate to push through its corporate servile pelicy machinations on the lives and livelihood of
the overwhelming majority of toiling populace. This is resulting in continuing phenomenon of deepening and widening
impoverishment, spread of hunger and malnutrition below destituiion level, skyrocketing unemployment and joblessness
together with drastic degeneration of quality of jobs to innumanes level and what-not. Simultaneously, the profit by the
corporate and big-business got multiplied to all time high. Even the latest official Economic survey, could not hide the
piatant bankruptey of the perverse palicy regime. It exposes that the wages of the infarmal econamy workers have fallen
in 2023-2024 from the level of those in the year 2017-2018. On the contrary the employment-increase was only 1.5
percent. Casual male workers were drawing earnings between RBs 203 to Rs. 242 whereas women were getting between
R=.128 to R=.159. The very same repart also reflects that the profits of corporate sector grew by 22.3 percent.

Inequalities are rising in our country. 5 percent top populaiion owns 70 percent of wealth whereas for the 50 percent
people from the bottom, their share in wealth is 3 percent only. Richest Indians are richer than these of the Eurcpean
Billicnaires whereas poarest Indians are poorer than Madagascar with poverty having increased by 17 percent during
mare than ten years of present ruling regime, 20 percent families were termed poorer than international standards in
2018 as per internatianal studies concducted by reputed institutions.

In its third term of governance, this Govt. has become furicusly over-active in implementing the Labour Codes, which
is a comprehensive blue print of imposing conditions of vifual slavery on the working people as a whole. These codes
wizuld snalch from them zlmost all nghts and entitlerments of workers at their workplaces The CTUs/Federalions take il
as a senous challenge lo all he basic dghls of he workers relaling lo defined working condilions incloding working
hours, minimam wages, soclal security ate. and also their collective rights to unionzation, recognition, colleelive
bargaining, agitations/struggles and any form of collective expregsions of protests including right to strike ete. being
sought to be snatched away, together with atrocious and vindictive punitive measures against any collective dissents
by the workers. In essence the Labour Codes are a blue-print 1o impose canditions of virtual slavery on the working
people in the interests of the corporate/employers’ class.

The National Convention notes that the decision of implementing Labour Codes is infegral to the ongoing project of
the carporale class lo draslically curb the basic democralic and constitutional rights of the commoan people including the
rights to freedom of expression and asserlion of dissent including collective dissent through numerous enaclments like
UapPa, PMLA including the latest edition of Bhartiya Myaya Sanhita (BNS) The numerous administrative and executive
measures aimed at rabidly authoritarianise almost all forms of governance with a fazcistic intent are being taken. These
are aimed at bulldozing all democratic and collective opposition to the pro-corporate, policies against national interest.
The collective action, even collective lodging of complaints by the workers and their unions are being sought to be
interpreted as "organized crime” as per section 111 of BNS leading to harsh police action including non-bailable
imprisonment of the workers and their union leaders. Already such events of criminal aciions against workers and unian
leaders for collechively !epmﬁenring their grievance @ithar to managemeant or even lo Labour I'}Eparirn:-znl have starfed
taking place in many slates implicating trade union leaders and aclivists in numerous cases. And such a repressive
exercise resulted in overactive authoritarian interventions including threats by the employersimanagement in vanous
industries and establishmeants including even In variaus Govt departmeants towards restraming and virtually prahibiting
day to day collective activities of the workers and their unions like holding gate/departmental meatings, distributing
leafletz, submitting memorandums etc. and thereby seeking 1o create an atmosphere of fear among the workers. The
united waorking-class movement cannot remain a silent onleoker to such disastross machinations on the country and
the people.
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The Canvention uphalds the chaner of demands formulated by the Jaoint Platform of Trade Unions through previous
national convention on 3012023 covering the basic rights 1o lives and livalihood of the working people of both the
organized and unorganized sector and self-employed occupations, In order to pursue struggle to realise these demands,
the implementation of Labour Codes must be stalled and decisively defeated through countrywide united struggles of
defiance and resistance by the working class both at naticnal level united actions and also through united sectoral
registance. It is a life and death question for the working-class movemeant as well as for defending the constitutional and
demaocratic structure of country's governance. Hence the National Convention asserts that the resistance struggle to
defeat and scrap the Labour Codes has become central prerequisite in the united struggle of the working class to
achigve their just and legitimate charter of demands for a decent and humane working life and also their right to quality
employment.

The Mational Comvention considers the all in unily of the toiling people imespective of religion, caste, communily,
ethnicity, linguistic and cullural diversiies, as a uniled loiling class, in lortheoming ballle Tor their just and legitimale
righls and demands, is of crucial imparlance. Therelore, I8 s also mos! crucial ront ine task for joinl movement of the
Iniling peaple o consciously confront all poisonouws divisive and conspiratorial machinations on the sociely as these are
meant to weaken and divert the united resistance of the toiling paopla against the crimes being committed on the peogle
and national economy. The government agenda of Wakf of Board Amendments Bill is brought with the intention of
promoting divisive politics. &As a diversionary tactics and ulleror motive “one nation one election” agenda is being
pushed despite dizagreement by the whole opposition.

Curing last couple of years, the Govt started decriminalizing various defaulis/offences by the corporate/big business
class through so called Jana-Vishwas Act which is nothing but a license 1o them to viclate various laws including labour
laws with impunity, The Govt has decriminalized already 180 oftences of corporate/big-business class under 41
legislations including the Boiler Act. Forest Act, Tea Act elc. wilthdrawing all provisions of imprisonment for any violation
of those laws and get scol free by paying some fines, which is much less than the gains from violations. Again, the Last
Union Budgel has declared their decision to decriminalize 100 more offences. And such decriminalization of offences
by corporate employers alkso includes violalionnon-Tulfillment of obligalions under many labour laws All These are being
done by The Govl under the dubiows and shameless plea of “Ease of doing Business”™.

Cwven before the implementation of labour codes, the so-called Shram Samadhan and Shram Suvidha Portals has
practically done away with the long-established system of complaint-based inspection of establishments, thereby
making labour-law-viclations by the employers a free game with continuing immgu nity.

The enlire governancs while pramaoling such perverling process of labour relaled governance syslam has wilhoul any
camouflage opened the enlire nalional exchequer generaled by huge lax-burden on the common people for liberal
explatation by handful of corporates through various so-called incentive schemes, production-linked, capex-incentive
and latest employment linked incentive scheme. The praduction linked incentive (PL1) scheme of Bs.1.97 lakh crores
for 14 industnes in the manutfactunng sector, He, /6000 crores capey incenlive to the semiconducter manulaciunng
Industnes, and Hs.2 lakh crores of amployment inked incentnve (ELL schame in the process of [2st wa'three years
have neither generated any additional employment, nar any worth-noting increase in producticn in the concerned sactor,
nor any worthwhile increase in investment which are all matters of record.

On the other hand, we note consistent decline and drastic cut in budgetary allocations in real terms in all peogle
related heads like MNREGA, Public Health, Education and various other welfare schames and programmes.

In a nefarious way the Gavt 15 attempting to bring back the provisions of the already-scrapped draconian three farm
laws through the recently released Drafi Mational Policy Framework on Agncultural Marketing which is being nightly
oppasad by the Samyukl Kisan Morcha (SKRM), The commitment on Slatulory MSP based on C2 plus 50 and ensured
procurement based on thal basis has not been implementad for which the SKM has been continuing its relentiess
agitation/struggle activities.

The Govt has notified grossly truncated Unified Pension Scheme (UPS3) as an alternative option to New Pension
Schems (NPS) ignoring the just demand of employees for restoration of Old Pension Scheme {OPS). It is reluctantly
making halfhearted attempts to implement and also block the implementation of the Supreme Court directions for higher
pension under EF3.

Along with continuing its ongaing privatization policy, the Govt is aggressively pursuing its new farmat of privatization
through Mational Monetization Pipeline (NMP) that too in the infrastructure sector of Roadways, Railways, Airways, Port
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and Dock, Telecommunication and also in Mining through the nefaricus Mines Develeper and Operator (MDO) model
enabling loct of public assets at a throw away price, rather almost free in terms of net worth of the assets. 100% FDI in
Insurance, amendment to Postal Act doing away with the Sovt moenopoly over the postal service allowing the private,
enabling private corporates in defence manufacturing, research & development, including the space exploration and
techrology are all done to favour the corparate at the cost of national interests, against which the sectoral struggles of
resistance and defiance are maunting across,

The electricity employees are on continuous movement against the handing over of Discoms to the private players as
witnessed recently in Chandigarh and Uttar Pradesh. And people across the nation at several places are opposing the
installation of smart meters. The recent joint national convention of electnicity employees, engineers held at Nagpur on
23rd Feb 2025 has decided to join the joint strike call action of this convention and has also resolved to again go on for
sectoral strike on its demands independently on June 26th, 20235,

The recent govt. policy on ship-breaking industries will bring death knell to the livelihood majority of the women who
are dependent on this sector for survival.

Is this not a govermment totally against what we want? We can clearly see that whatever the Govt does is to
illegitimately benefit the Corporate Class, the rich people al the expense of vast work force? This ruling dispensation is
not anly working againzst the intenasts of warkers, farmers, students, youth, woemen and the other vulnerable sections of
the society, sgainst the intelligentsia etc., bul its policies are facilitating the koot of natural rescurces and the national
assels by the Corporate of Indian and foreign brand. These policies are against the national interest.

Al our demands are just and legitimate and are alse crucial for saving the natiznal economy from disaster and de-
growth.

Labour Codes and accompanying restruciunng of the enfire governance system are aimed at promoling swch direly
anti-people and anti-national policy regime and therefore defeating and scrapping the Labour Cedes through united
actions of the working people with a continuity has become the prime task of the hour along with demanding fulfilment
of the 17 pointe of charter of demands of Joint Platform of CTU's and Federations

Indian Labour Conference (ILC), the highest triparite body has to be convened immediately. ILO Conventions 87, 98,
190 musl be ratified  Fundamental Princples of Rights at Work (FPRW) as par ILO Convaenlion 155 and 187 have lo be
atherad lo wilh regard work place safely and Convenbion -81 for inspeclion has lo be implemented 1|0 Convenlion
177 on home-based workers and 1LO Convention 189 on domeslic workers should be ralified immediately.

Immediate halt shoukd be put to the entire privatization drnve of Indian Ralways, and Eoad transport, Coal mines and
other non-coal mines, Port and Dock, Defense, Electricity, Steel, Petroleum, Postal, Telecom, Banks and Insurance
sector efc. in the national interest. The NMP Scheme to be scrapped. The defense ordinance factonies are vital for
national security and should be in the govermment sector and corporatization should be rolled back. 100% FDI in
Insurance Sector should be stalled along with the scrapping of policy and agency poriability.

Rs 26000/- as minimum wage with regular revision every five yvears with pnee indexation should be ensured_Bth pay
commission should be constituted at the earliest. Fixeed term employment and Agnl Path scheme should be scrapped
and outsaurcing! contractuglization of Jobs should be slopped, Equal pay for equal work should be ensured, The
Covernment should begin fortfith for recruitments of sanchonsd posts and also to revive the lapsed posts. Violation
of 8 hours of workday. a hard won right of working class should be curbed. The violaton should be dealt with stringent
punitive action against the violator establishments.

The New Education Policy meant io encourage commercialization, cenfralization and communalization in education
making it unaffordable for poor, lower and even middle-income groups of society must be withdrawn. Sufficient fund for
education and health should be provided.

Mon-contributory 31d Pension Scheme should be restored. Rz 8000-minimum Monthly pension under EPS 85 with
link to price-index should be ensured, Those nat covered under any scheme be given Rs 6000/~ per month by creating
special fundicarpus through sharing of budgets of the states and the centre,

74 lakh beedi workers, the multifaceted welfare schame under the previous cess-regime should be restored with gowt
funding. The social security benefits for mare than 57 5 milllen constructions and ether building workers enrolled in the
BOCWE's should be substantially improved, 30crores plus e-Shram portal enrolled unorganized workers have to be

16 Mm gogsu 2025



covered under social security through necessary budgetary funding. Gig and platform workers (o be recognized as
workmen and all labour laws be applicable to them. Climate Resilience Fund to cover the risks and damages caused
due to extreme climate conditions including heat wave, floods, eyelones, unseasonal rains and g0 on should be set up.
The Mational policy on migrant workers is urgently needed and interstate Migrant Workers Act 1879 be revived and
revisited, strengthened and implementation assured. There 15 need for changes in immigration policies as well as the
protection needs of our infemational migrant workers.

Indian Labour Conference recommendation o provide worker slatus lo scheme workers-Anganwadi, Asha and Mid-
day-rmeal, Asha Kiran ele, should be implemanted and Graluity 1o them as par judicial directions must be immeadiately
ansured,

200 days' work per annum with increased minimum wages under MNEEGA through sufficient budgetary allocatian
should be ensured along with expanding i1 1o urban areas as per the recommendation of 43rd ILC,

Henees this National Convention of Workers calls upon the working people of our country to take united struggles to a
higher level of combative resistance baoth at national and sectaral level through a senes of joint actions with a cantinuity,
Ta begin with, this National Convention calls for observance of a massive Nationwide General Strike on 20th
May 2025 (o be precedead by senes of preparatory campagn/agitationsimobilizations focusing on our firm determination
tz continue our resistance struggle to defeat the retrograde Labour Codes to save the people and save the nation.

This Malional Convenlion of Workers while reileraling their demand for the Scrapping of Labour Codes and re-
affirming 17-painl charler of demands, which projecls he allemalive lo the enlire gamul of the disasimus neoliberal
polcy regime, resolves 1o make success he 20th May 2025 Nationwide General Strike and proposes lhe l'nllm!.-'ing
aclicns/programmes throughoul the nation for its success

Organize state/district'and sectoral conventions in the month of March 2025 to middle of April 2025

e

Crrganize protest aclions as resistance and defiance, very next day once the labouwr codes implementation
announced and thereafter continue extensive campaign to culminate in General Strike on 20th May 2025,

Lnderake inlensive campaign al local level and reach ol every working people hrough Padayalrasoaep
jathas/cycle jathas/metorbike jathas ete., in the month of AprilfMay 2025,

In the month of Apnl, a decentralized Mation-wide mobilization to give boost to campaign for strike be organized

(Male may be decided later) Delhi mobilization wilh panbcipalion from NCR areas be organized an that day

Issue General Strike Matice in the respechve sectorindustry through the respective unions and federations
before 3rd May 2025,

lzzue the General Strike Notice joinily signed by all the Central Trade Unions to the factores even where the
Uniens are not there at local level latest by 2rd May 2025,

Multiply the Joint signed appeal for General Strike in millions in the local language and reach out to every worker.

Hold gate meetings fwork place level/ residential area meetings to reach out all sections of workers and the
people at large.

Thare should be review of activities after the Geaneral Strike to further heighten the combal of resisiance and
defiance to labour codes and anti-people policies o save nation from these anti nationzl policies.

Onward to massive mobilization and Nationwide General Strike on 20th May 2025

@/ Drogakan WA T L o 2t

INTUC AITUC HME CiTu AlUTUC

1 rhl'rf, Moralf ol Fevlipats cymi — Roxline

TucCc SEWA AICCTU LPF uTucC

And Independent National Sectoral Federation/Associations.
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